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Q 

PONTYPOOL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
STATISTICAL  SUMMARY,  1952 


Area  of  District  . . . . • • 15 

Rateable  value  (1.4.’52) 

Estimated  net  product  of  Id.  rate  (1952-53) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1952) 

Number  of  Council  owned  houses  (31. 12/52) 

Population  (estimated  mid.  1952) 

Number  of  persons  per  house 
Census  population,  1951 

(21,260  males  : 21,423  females) 

Census  population,  1931 

(22,723  males  : 21,187  females) 

Number  of  live  births  (1952) 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  (1952) 

Number  of  illegitimate  births  (1952) 

Number  of  stillbirths  (1952)  

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  population  (1952) 

Number  of  deaths  (1952)  ..  ••  •• 

Crude  death  rate  (i.e.  deaths  per  1,000  pop.)  1952  . . 

Number  of  infant  deaths  (i.e.  deaths  in  infants  under 
1 year  of  age)  1952 

Infant  mortality  rate  (1952)  

Number  of  maternal  deaths  (1952) 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  (all  forms)  1952  . . 

Death  rate  per  1 ,000  pop.  from  tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

1952  

Deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  (1952)  . . 

Death  rate  per  1,000  pop.  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 

(1952)  

Deaths  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  (1952)  . . 

Death  rate  per  1,000  pop.  from  non-pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis (1952) 

Deaths  from  cancer  (1952)  

Percentage  of  total  deaths  for  1952  due  to  cancer 
Percentage  of  total  deaths  for  1952  due  to  tuberculosis 


,907  acres 
£181,051 
£659 
11,898 
2,708 
42,420 
3-6 

42,683 

43,910 
699 
16  5 
22 
25 
0-59 
509 
120 

19 

27-2 

Nil 

13 

0 31 
9 

0 21 
4 

009 
83 
16  3 
2-6 


Year 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 


Births 

816 

744 

740 

743 

697 

699 


Deaths 

527 

478 

531 

510 

568 

507 
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PONTYPOOL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Councillors  : 

Chairman  : W.  G.  Hillier,  j.p. 

Vice-Chairman  : G.  R.  Trim,  j.p. 


Wards  : 

Gamdijfaith  : 

Abersychan  : 

I.  H.  Tucker 
D.  J.  Pritchard 
Mrs.  G.  D.  Morgan 

W.  Higgs 
D.  T.  Gullick 
Miss  D.  Webb 

Snatchwood  : 

Wainfelin  : 

C.  H.  Newman 
E.  H.  Parker 
R.  K.  Telfer 

G.  R.  Trim,  j.p. 
J.  E.  Butcher 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Hill 

Pontypool  : 

Pontymoile  : 

W.  G.  Hillier,  j.p. 
Mrs.  F.  M.  Prosser 
H.  J.  Rosser 
J.  H.  Evans 

Mrs.  M.  L.  Lee,  j.p. 
W.  L.  Jackson 

Griffithstown  : 

New  Inn  and  Sebastopol : 

L.  Lewis 
Mrs.  C.  Martin 
C.  J.  Irving 

A.  C.  Jones 
L.  C.  Lewis 
H.  Bullimore 

Council  Meeting — Last  Tuesday  in  each  month  at  6 p.m. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


O 


The  Committee  is  a major  one  comprising  all  members  of 

the  Council. 


Chairman  : Councillor  C.  H.  Newman 

Public  Health  Committee  Meeting  : 
Tuesday  following  the  first  Monday  in  each  month. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
Sanitary  Inspector 
Sanitary  Inspector 
Sanitary  Inspector 
Clerk  to  Department 


DEPARTMENT  STAEF 
F.  J.  Hallinan,  m.b.e.  (Mil.), 

M.B.,  B.CH.,  B.A.O.  (N.U.I.), 
d.p.h.  (Wales). 

F.  G.  Meek,  m.r.s.i.,  m.s.i.a. 

B.  Gilford,  m.r.s.i.,  a.m.i.s.e. 

J.  M.  Jones,  cert,  r.s.i. 

K.  H.  D.  Wilkins,  cert,  r.s.i. 
Mrs.  E.  B.  Davies 


All  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  qualified  as 
meat  inspectors. 


OTHER  COUNCIL  OFFICIALS 


Clerk  to  the  Council 

Deputy  Clerk 

Treasurer  and  Chief  Financial  Officer 
Engineer  and  Surveyor 
Deputy  Engineer  and  Surveyor 

Architect 

Superintendent  Collector 
Parks,  Cemetery  and 

Allotments  Superintendent 

Public  Librarian  


H.  Cook  (Solicitor) 

W.  A.  Stevens 
T.  R.  James 
T.  Edwards,  m.i.mun.e. 

W.  Brown,  a.m.i.mun.e., 

A.M.I.C.E. 

C.  Dawkes,  l.r.i.b.a. 

J.  B.  Harris 

W.  R.  Dadge,  f.inst.p.a., 

A.INST.B.C.A., 

M.  J.  Davies 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

to  the 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  PONTYPOOL 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1952 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Pontypool  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


The  Annual  Report  for  the  Urban  District  of  Pontypool  for 
the  year  ending  31/12/’52  is  submitted  in  accordance  with  Articles 
6(3)  and  17(5)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations, 
1935,  and  as  directed  in  circular  2/53  (Wales)  dated  January  22nd 
1953,  of  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 


General  Comment 


This  district  was  relatively  free  from  the  minor  notifiable 
infectious  diseases  during  the  year  but  the  number  of  poliomyelitis 
cases  notified  was  somewhat  higher  than  in  previous  years.  There 
was  a small  outbreak  of  paratyphoid  B.  infection  during  the  year 
which  occurred  at  a time  when  the  notifications  of  this  disease  for 
the  whole  of  South  Wales  were  very  high. 

The  number  of  cases  of  measles  notified  was  low  as  this  was  an 
inter-epidemic  year  for  this  district. 


The  number  of  scarlet  fever  notifications  was  similar  to  the 
previous  year  and  this  condition  continued  to  follow  a mild  course. 


The  deaths  due  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis  continued  to  fall 
while  the  notification  rate  remained  very  similar  to  the  previous 
year  It  was  not  possible  to  arrange  a mass  radiography  survey 

furltrgerIfera  K)i0PU  at,0n  d“rmg  the  year  due  to  the  insufficient 

"card  fofthTs°wo?kUn  S * ^ d‘SP°Sal  °f  the  Re8ional  HosPital 
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Physical  Features 


O 


The  Pontypool  Urban  District  covers  an  area  of  15,907  acres 
and  is  situated  on  the  eastern  outcrop  of  the  South  Wales  coalfields. 
The  coal  mines  in  the  district  are  some  distance  from  the  populated 
areas,  being  situated  on  the  hillside. 

The  altitude  varies  from  1,789  feet  above  sea-level  at  Mynydd 
Varteg  Fawr  in  the  Abersychan  Parish  to  178-7  feet  above  sea 
level  at  the  Sor,  Cwmbwrrwch,  in  the  Panteg  Parish. 


General  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  as  at  mid 
1952  was  42,420.  The  1951  census  population  was  42,683 — 
21,260  males  and  21,423  females. 

The  majority  of  the  workers  in  the  district  are  engaged  in  heavy 
industry  such  as  coal  mining,  steel  smelting,  tin-plating,  railway 
works,  by-product  plants  and  glass  making.  The  district  also  con- 
tains a very  extensive  factory  engaged  in  the  production  of  nylon 
yarn. 

The  district  is  well-served  by  rail  and  road  transport. 

The  town  can  boast  in  having  a very  excellent  natural  park, 
right  in  its  centre,  with  many  facilities  for  sport.  The  provision  of 
a modern,  all-weather  swimming  bath  in  this  park  would  supply  a 
much  needed  amenity  for  the  citizens  of  the  area  and  should  be 
considered  when  expenditure  on  such  projects  is  again  permitted. 


Estimated  population  (mid  1952)  of  Adjacent 
Urban  Districts  and  Municipal  Boroughs 


Abergavenny 

M.B. 

9,058 

Abertillery  . . 

U.D. 

27,320 

Blaenavon  . . 

U.D. 

9,628 

Ebbw  Vale  . . 

U.D. 

28,690 

Tredegar 

Abercarn  . . 

U.D. 

18,630 

Bedwellty  . . 

U.D. 

28,560 

Cwmbran  . . 

U.D. 

13,460 

Monmouth . . 

M.B. 

5,748 

U.D.  20,310 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 


TABLE  I Showing  the  yearly  number  of  live  births,  estimated 
mid-year  population  and  birth  rate  per  1 ,000 
population  for  this  district  since  1946. 


1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

1946 

Number  of 
live  births 

699 

697 

743 

740 

744 

816 

786 

Estimated  mid-year 
population 

42,420 

42,460 

42,850 

42,650 

42,360 

42,160 

42,080 

Birth  rate  per 
1 ,000  population 

16  5 

16  4 

17-3 

17-4 

17-6 

19-8 

181 

The  number  of  live  births  assigned  to  this  district  for  1952  was 
699,  comprising  35 1 males  and  348  females.  There  were  22  ( 1 1 males 
and  1 1 females)  illegitimate  births. 


There  was  an  increase  of  2 over  the  number  of  live  births 
assigned  to  this  district  for  1951. 


There  were  25  (14  males  and  11  females)  stillbirths,  all  of 
legitimate  birth,  assigned  to  this  district  for  1952. 


The  stillbirth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  (per  1,000  population) 
was  0-35,  while  that  for  the  Administrative  County  of  Monmouth- 
shire was  0-47  and  that  for  the  Pontypool  Urban  District  was  0-59. 


. TJ1®  na1t^1  increase  (i.e.  excess  of  births  over  deaths)  for  this 
district  for  1952  was  192  as  compared  with  a figure  of  129  for  1951. 


Comparative  birth  rates  are  shown  in  Table  X. 


v 'ocal  crude  birth  rate  for  this  district  may  be  compared 

hvtththat  f°r  Eu®,andf  and  Wales  if  the  local  rate  is  first  multiplied 

Office,  XK  H54  f°r  bir“hS  giVe'’  by  ‘he  General  Re^ster 


7 


0 

TABLE  II  Showing  the  births  registered  in  and  allocated  to 
this  district  for  1952  according  to  sex,  month  and 
quarter  of  occurrence,  together  with  the  inward 
transferable  births. 


Month 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Quarterly 

Births 

January 

16 

29 

45 

| 

February  . . 

19 

16 

35 

- 131 

March 

21 

30 

51 

April 

17 

20 

37 

) 

May 

18 

20 

38 

- 115 

June 

17 

23 

40 

July 

25 

19 

44 

August 

16 

21 

37 

■ 119 

September  . . 

19 

19 

38 

j 

October 

16 

17 

33 

November  . . 

17 

18 

35 

- 101 

December  . . 

13 

20 

33 

j 

Totals 

214 

252 

466 

466 

Inward  transferable 
births 

137 

96 

233 

Grand  Totals 
for  the  year  1952 

351 

348 

699 

Comparative  Birth  Rates  — 1952 

Pontypool  Urban  District  . . . • • • 16-5 

Monmouthshire  Administrative  County  . . 17-2 

England  and  Wales  ..  ..  ••  ••  15-3 
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TABLE  III  Showing  the  yearly  number  of  deaths,  estimated 
mid-year  population,  and  the  death  rate  per  1,000 
population  for  this  district  since  1946. 


1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

1946 

Number  of  deaths  . . 

507 

568 

510 

531 

478 

527 

547 

Estimated  mid-year 
population 

42,420 

42,460 

42,850 

42,650 

42,360 

42,160 

42,080 

Death-rate  per 
1,000  population 

120 

13-4 

11-9 

12-5 

11-3 

12-5 

12-9 

The  deaths  assigned  to  this  district  for  1952  totalled  507, 
comprising  298  males  and  209  females.  There  was  a drop  of  61  in 
the  number  of  deaths  as  compared  with  the  figure  for  1951,  when  an 
influenza  epidemic  caused  an  increase  in  the  death  rate. 

Table  IV  shows  how  these  507  deaths  were  assigned  to  the 
various  causes. 


There  were  no  maternal  deaths  due  to  pregnancy,  childbirth  or 
abortion.  The  maternal  mortality  rate  for  the  Administrative 
County  of  Monmouthshire  was  0-71  per  1,000  total  births  (live  and 
still). 


There  were  13  deaths  (8  males  and  5 females)  due  to  all  forms 
of  tuberculosis.  Pulmonary  tuberculosis  claimed  9 (5  males  and 
4 females)  deaths  and  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  claimed  4 (3  males 
and  1 female)  deaths.  All  forms  of  tuberculosis  claimed  2-6°/  of 
the  total  deaths  for  the  year. 


There  were  83  cancer  deaths  (46  males  and  37  females)  during 
the  year.  Deaths  due  to  cancer  caused  16-3  % of  the  total  deaths  for 
the  year.  Cancer  of  the  lungs  and  bronchi  caused  15  (13  males  and 
2 females)  deaths  during  the  year. 

4 P,^e^ses  of  the  heart  and  Wood  vessels  claimed  237  (124  males 
46  7%  emaleS)  of  a total  of  507  deaths  during  the  year,  which  is 


There  were  4 deaths  .(3  males  and  1 female)  due  to  motor 
Ind3 females)118’  AU  °ther  accidents  claimed  1 1 deaths  (8  males 

The  crude  death  rate  (i.e.  the  number  of  deaths  per  1 000 
population  per  annum)  for  1952  was  12  0.  P ’ 
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TABLE  IV  Shewing  the  deaths  from  all  causes,  infant  deaths, 
births  and  stillbirths  allocated  to  this  district  for 
1952. 


Causes  of  death 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other.  . 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  . . ... 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  cough 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . . 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neopla 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16.  Diabetes  . . 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

22.  Influenza 

23.  Pneumonia 

24.  Bronchitis 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34.  All  other  accidents 

35.  Suicide  . . • • 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


ms 


Total  All  Causes 


Deaths  in  infants  under  1 year  of  age 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Total 


Total  births 

Legitimate 

Illeg;timate 


Still  births — Total 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Male 


8 

13 


25 

2 

1 

25 

33 

8 

50 

8 

1 

8 

27 

12 

7 

2 

7 

3 

32 

3 

8 
6 


298 


9 

1 

10 


351 

340 

11 


14 

14 


Estimated  population  - mid  1952  = 42,420 
(for  calculation  of  birth  and  death  rates). 
Comparability  factors  : Births  Dea 


Female 


4 

1 

1 

1 


10 

2 

6 

6 

13 

1 

2 

34 

26 

45 

8 

3 

8 


1 

29 

1 

3 

1 


209 


9 

9 


348 

337 

11 


11 

11 


1.04 


1.06 
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TABLE  V Showing  the  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the 
Pontypool  Urban  District  for  1952,  according  to  sex, 
month  and  quarter  of  occurrence,  together  with  the 
inward  transferable  deaths. 


Month 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Quarterly 

deaths 

January 

20 

12 

32 

February  . . 

30 

11 

41 

- 118 

March 

26 

19 

45 

- 

April 

25 

15 

40 

) 

May 

25 

18 

43 

113 

June 

15 

15 

30 

J 

July 

14 

9 

23 

August 

10 

8 

18 

- 70 

September 

11 

18 

29 

October 

19 

20 

39 

j 

November  . . 

30 

10 

40 

l 130 

December  . . 

30 

21 

51 

Totals 

255 

176 

431 

431 

Inward  transferable 
deaths  . . 

43 

33 

76 

Grand  Total 
for  the  year  1952 

298 

209 

507 

Comparative  Death  Rates  — 1952 

Pontypool  Urban  District  . . . . . . 12.0 

Monmouthshire  Administrative  County  1 1 5 

England  and  Wales  . . 111 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 


0 


TABLE  VI  Showing  the  yearly  number  of  infant  deaths,  live 
births,  etc.,  for  this  district  since  1946. 


1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

1946 

Number  of  deaths 
in  infants  under 
1 year 

19 

30 

32 

28 

26 

34 

33 

Number  of  live 
births 

699 

697 

743 

740 

744 

816 

788 

Infant  mortality 
rate 

27-2 

43-0 

43-1 

37-8 

34-9 

41-7 

41-9 

There  were  19  infant  deaths  during  1952,  comprising  10  males 
and  9 females.  This  figure  compares  very  favourably  with  the 
average  of  31  deaths  per  year  over  the  previous  6 years.  There  was 
one  illegitimate  infant  and  18  legitimate  infants  comprising  the 
19  deaths.  There  were  10  neo-natal  deaths  included  in  the  infant 
deaths. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  district  for  1952  was  27-2 
which  compares  favourably  with  a rate  of  33  9 for  the  Administrative 
County  of  Monmouthshire. 

A detailed  analysis  of  these  19  infant  deaths  by  cause  and  age 
group  is  given  in  Table  VII.  It  will  be  noted  from  this  table  that 
prematurity  caused  the  greatest  number  of  deaths — 8.  Pneumonia 
accounted  for  5 deaths  in  children  between  the  age  of  3 months  and 
1 year. 

A comparison  of  infant  mortality  rates  is  given  in  Table  VIII. 
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TABLE  VII  Showing  the  infant  deaths  (i.e.  deaths  in  infants  under 
one  year  of  age)  assigned  to  this  district  for  1952,  by 
cause  and  in  age  groups. 


Cause  of  Death 

Under 
1 week 

1—2 

weeks 

2—3 

weeks 

3—4 

weeks 

Total  under 
1 month  I 

1—3 

months 

3—6 

months 

6—9 

months 

9—12 

months 

Total  deaths 
under 
1 year 

Prematurity 

8 

_ 





8 

_ 

_ 

_ 

8 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

1 

5 

Acute  Bronchitis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Asphyxia  pallida  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Birth  injury 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Congenital  disease  of 
pancreas 

1 

1 

Hydrocephalus 

(congenital) 

— 

— 









1 

1 

Aspiration  asphyxia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

All  Causes 

10 

— 

— 

— 

10 

1 

5 

2 

1 

19 

TABLE  VIII  Showing  the  infant  mortality  rates  for  England  and 
Wales,  the  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns,  the 
smaller  towns,  the  Administrative  County  of  Mon- 
mouthshire and  Pontypool  Urban  District  for 
1949,  1950  and  1951  and  1952. 


Year 

England 

and 

Wales 

160  Co. 
Boro’s.  & 
Great  Towns 
(including 
London) 

160  Smaller 
towns  (resident 
pop’n  25  to  50 
thousand  at 
1951  census) 

Admin- 
trative 
County  of 
Monmouth- 
shire 

Pontypool 

Urban 

District 

1949 

32.0 

37.0 

30.0 

42-7 

37-8 

1950 

29-8 

33-8 

29-4 

39-8 

43-1 

1951 

29.6 

33.9 

27.6 

43.1 

43.0 

1952 

27.6 

31.2 

25.8 

33.9 

21.2 
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TABLE  IX  Showing  the  number  of  inquests  during  1952  on  persons 
belonging  to  this  district,  and  the  circumstances  of 
the  deaths. 


Circumstances  of  death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Accidents  at  coal  mines  (underground) 

2 

2 

Accidents  at  coal  mines  (surface) 

1 

— 

1 

Accidents  on  the  roads  (pedestrians)  . . 
Accidents  on  the  roads 

1 

— 

1 

(vehicle  drivers) 
Accidents  on  the  roads 

1 

— 

1 

(vehicle  passengers) 

1 

1 

2 

Accidents  on  railways  (employees) 
Accidental  falls  in  the  home 

2 

— 

2 

contributing  to  subsequent  death 

— 

3 

3 

Accidental  fall  off  bridge 

1 

— 

1 

Accidental  drowning 

1 

— 

1 

Accidents  at  work  in  factories 

1 

— 

1 

Shock  following  surgical  operations  . . 

3 

— 

3 

Coronary  atheroma 

— 

1 

1 

Suicides 

6 

1 

7 

Total 

20 

6 

26 

Deaths  on  the  roads  numbered  4 as  compared  with  3 during 
1951,  3 during  1950  and  6 during  1949. 

Falls  in  the  home  occasioned  the  deaths  of  3 females  (aged  58, 
77  and  78  years).  Accidental  falls  in  the  home  contributing  to 
deaths  during  1951  number  4 (2  males  and  2 females). 

There  were  7 suicides  during  J952  including  6 males  and  1 
female.  The  age  at  death  of  the  6 male  suicides  was  48,  49,  61,  71, 
74  and  75  years.  The  age  in  the  case  of  the  female  was  67  years. 
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ZYMOTIC  DISEASES 


0 


The  notifiable  diseases  which  were  notified  during  1952  in 
the  Urban  District  by  general  practitioners  and  hospital  medical 
officers  are  analysed  in  age  and  sex  groups  in  Table  XI. 

DIPHTHERIA 

There  was  one  notification  of  diphtheria  during  the  year  in  a 
female  aged  15  years.  This  child  had  not  been  immunised  against 
diphtheria. 

Two  deaths  were  assigned  to  this  district  during  the  year  as  a 
result  of  diphtheria— a female  aged  15  years  and  a male  aged  53 
years.  There  was  no  bacteriological  confirmation  of  diphtheria 
infection  in  either  case  and  no  post-mortem  examination  was  carried 
out. 


Facilities  continued  to  be  available  at  all  the  primary  schools 
in  the  district  for  immunisation  against  diphtheria  for  school  children. 
These  immunisation  sessions  were  arranged  and  conducted  by  the 
Area  Medical  Officer. 


Primary  immunisations  (completed  course)  in  the  Pontypool 
Urban  District  for  1952  were  as  follows  : — 


Age  in  years 

Under 

1 

yr. 

1 

yr- 

2 

yrs. 

3 

yrs. 

4 

yrs. 

5-9 

yrs. 

10- 

14 

yrs. 

Total 

Number 

immunised 

176 

108 

21 

19 

45 

315 

5 

689 

Number  of  booster  doses  during  1952  totalled  862. 

These  booster  doses  were  practically  entirely  given  to  children 
over  5 years  of  age  attending  schools  in  the  district. 
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TABLE  XI  Showing  the  infectious  and  other  notifiable  diseases  notified  in  this  district  during  1952,  analysed  in 
age  and  sex  groups  and  giving  the  admissions  to  hospital.  (Tuberculosis  excluded). 
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Disease 

Diphtheria 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

Whooping  cough 

Puerperal  Pvrex'a 

Ac.  primary  pneumonia 

Ac.  Influenzal  pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Food  Poisoning 
Meningococcal  Infections 
Typhoid 
Paratyphoid  . . 

Dysentery 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Acute  Encephalitis 
Poliomyelitis  : 

Paralytic 
Non-paralytic 
Smallpox  . . 

Totals 
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SCARLET  FEVER 


0 


There  were  61  notifications  (31  males  and  30  females)  of  scarlet 
fever  during  the  year  as  compared  with  a figure  of  56  (31  males 
and  25  females)  for  1951. 

The  disease  continued  to  be  of  a mild  character  and  only  4 
cases  were  hospitalised. 

There  were  no  deaths  recorded  from  this  disease  during  the  year. 

MEASLES 

This  was  an  inter-epidemic  year  for  measles  and  the  notifications 
numbered  110  (63  males  and  47  females)  as  compared  with  1,351 
notifications  (648  males  and  703  females)  for  1951. 

There  were  no  deaths  recorded  from  measles  during  the  year. 

WHOOPING  COUGH 

There  were  184  notifications  (95  males  and  89  females)  of 
whooping  cough  during  the  year  which  was  a much  higher  incidence 
than  in  1951  when  the  number  was  55  (30  males  and  25  females). 

There  was  1 death  assigned  to  whooping  cough. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA 

No  notification  of  puerperal  pyrexia  was  received  during  the 

year. 


ACUTE  PRIMARY  PNEUMONIA 

There  were  3 notifications  (2  males  and  1 female)  of  acute 
primary  pneumonia. 

There  were  11  deaths  assigned  to  all  types  of  pneumonia — 
8 males  and  3 females — during  the  year. 

ACUTE  INFLUENZAL  PNEUMONIA 

There  were  2 notifications  (both  males)  of  acute  influenzal 
pneumonia  during  the  year.  There  was  1 death  assigned  to  influenza 
during  the  same  period. 


ERYSIPELAS 

There  were  2 notifications  (both  males)  of  this  condition  during 
the  year.  No  deaths  were  assigned  to  this  cause. 
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FOOD  POISONING 


ft 


There  were  3 notifications  (2  males  and  1 female)  of  food 
poisoning  during  the  year.  These  3 cases  occurred  in  a household 
of  4 persons  and  appeared  to  be  due  to  reheated  meat  which  had 
been  stored  under  unsatisfactory  conditions  in  the  home.  The 
3 cases  were  of  a very  mild  nature  and  cleared  up  within  48  hours. 
Bacteriological  examination  of  the  suspected  food  was  not  carried 
out  as  none  was  available.  Bacteriological  examination  ot  stool 
specimens  from  the  three  affected  persons  showed  no  evidence  of 
dysentry,  salmonella  or  typhoid  group  infections. 

PARATYPHOID  FEVER 

There  were  12  (6  males  and  6 females)  notifications  of  para- 
typhoid B fever  during  the  year  and  no  death  occurred  from  this 
cause.  It  will  be  noted  from  Table  XI  that  the  age  distribution 
showed  9 cases  (5  males  and  4 females)  occurring  in  children  up  to 
the  age  of  15  years  and  3 cases  (1  male  and  2 females)  in  the  over 
15  year  age  groups.  The  oldest  patient  was  a female  aged  66  years 
and  the  youngest  was  a female  aged  16  months.  The  organism 
isolated  in  all  12  cases  was  proved  to  be  Vi-phage  type  I.  During 
investigations  in  the  infected  households  4 symptomless  faecal 
excretors  of  salmonella  paratyphi  B of  the  same  type  were  discovered 
in  two  of  the  patients’  homes.  These  temporary  carriers  were 
followed  up  for  some  four  months  and  weekly  specimens  submitted 
to  the  laboratory  until  three  consecutive  negatives  were  obtained. 
Eleven  of  the  twelve  cases  were  treated  in  hospital  and  returned  home 
as  non-excretors  of  paratyphoid  B organisms  with  the  exception  of 
the  female  patient  aged  66  years  who  is  still  giving  a positive  stool. 
This  persistent  positive  excretor  is  under  supervision,  has  been 
advised  on  all  necessary  precautions  against  spreading  infection 
and  is  submitting  a stool  specimen  to  the  laboratory  every  two 
months. 

The  estimated  date  of  infection  in  the  first  case  of  this  outbreak 
appears  to  have  been  during  the  last  week  in  July  and  symptoms  had 
appeared  in  the  9 other  cases  by  August  16th.  There  was  a lull  then 
until  30.8. ’52  when  the  eleventh  case  showed  symptoms  of  para- 
typhoid infection.  This  case  was  followed  by  a much  longer  lull 
until  2.1 1. ’52,  when  the  12th  and  last  case  sickened.  The  cases  were 
generally  widely  separated  and  in  only  2 of  the  12  notifications 
could  the  disease  be  said  to  be  a secondary  infection  traceable  to 
a known  case  or  carrier.  One  of  these  secondary  cases  was  a male 
nursing  orderly  at  a local  general  hospital  who  sickened  after  nursing 
a boy  aged  12  years  who  was  admitted  as  a case  of  acute  appendicitis 
and  was  later  proved  to  be  suffering  from  paratyphoid  B.  fever. 
Incidentally,  this  boy’s  brother  and  mother  were  found  to  be  tem- 
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porary  carriers.  The  other  secondary  case  was  a male  child  aged 
2 years  and  9 months  and  the  last  case  in  the  outbreak.  This  child 
appeared  to  have  been  infected  after  a chance  meeting  with  another 
child  who  was  under  surveillance  at  the  time  as  a temporary  carrier. 
It  was  considered  that  sweets  handled  by  the  carrier  and  given  to 
the  child  were  the  possible  vehicle  of  infection  in  this  instance. 

Exhaustive  investigations  were  carried  out  to  elicit  the  source 
of  infection  in  this  outbreak  but  no  evidence  was  discovered  to 
incriminate  any  particular  item  of  dietary. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 

One  notification  was  received  in  respect  of  this  condition  during 
the  year. 


POLIOMYELITIS 

Eight  notifications  were  received  in  respect  of  this  disease 
during  the  year  and  the  incidence  was  equal  for  males  and  females. 
All  cases  were  of  the  paralytic  variety.  Four  cases  occurred  in  the 
age  group  0 — 5 years,  3 in  the  5 — 15  years  age  group  and  one  in  the 
over  15  years  age  group.  All  the  cases  were  widely  separated  as 
regards  area  of  occurrence.  The  first  case  occurred  in  the  middle  of 
May  and  was  followed  by  two  more  in  the  last  week  of  June.  Two 
further  cases  occurred  at  the  end  of  July  followed  by  another  case 
in  the  third  week  of  August.  The  seventh  case  occurred  in  the 
third  week  of  September  and  the  last  case  about  the  middle  of 
December.  The  notification  rate  per  1,000  population  was  0T8, 
while  that  for  England  and  Wales  was  0 09  for  paralytic  and  non- 
paralytic forms. 

No  notifications  were  received  for  puerperal  pyrexia,  meningo- 
coccal infection,  typhoid,  acute  encephalitis  or  smallpox. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  Pontypool  Urban  District  is  served  by  the  chest  clinic  at 
the  Park  Buildings,  where  whole-day  sessions  are  now  held  each 
Tuesday  and  Thursday.  The  Thursday  clinic  is  provided  for  the 
X-raying,  clinical  examination  and  skin  testing  of  contacts  of  cases 
of  tuberculosis  and  is  well  attended.  Patients  requiring  pneumo- 
thorax refills  are  required  to  attend  at  the  Newport  chest  clinic. 

The  homes  of  all  newly  notified  cases  are  visited  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  an  environmental  report  covering  all  aspects 
of  each  case  is  submitted  to  the  Chest  Physician  and  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Where  it  is  considered  necessary, 
representation  is  made  to  the  Housing  Authority  when  the  question 
of  priority  in  rehousing  arises  to  prevent  spread  of  infection  and 
help  the  well-being  of  the  patient.  Advice  is  also  given  to  the  Chest 
Physician  on  occasions  requiring  priority  admission  to  hospital  or 
sanatorium  when  bad  home  conditions  exist  which  cannot  be 
remedied  immediately  by  rehousing.  Arrangements  are  made 
for  the  adult  household  and  other  contacts  to  attend  the  chest 
clinic  for  X-ray.  The  child  contacts  are  tuberculin  tested  and 
X-rayed  if  necessary. 

At  the  time  of  the  Medical  Officer’s  visit  the  financial  state  of 
the  family  is  also  discussed  and  advice  given  as  to  how  to  obtain 
tuberculosis  allowances,  etc.,  in  appropriate  cases.  The  whole 
question  of  how  best  to  prevent  spread  of  infection  in  the  home  is 
discussed  also  and  advice  given  on  this  subject.  This  subject  is 
further  enlarged  on  during  subsequent  visits  by  the  Health  Visitor. 

A liberal  supply  of  disinfectant  is  available  from  the  Public 
Health  Department  of  this  Authority  for  tuberculosis  patients  for  use 
in  sputum  receptacles  and  in  connection  with  infected  laundry. 
Terminal  disinfection  is  carried  out  by  a Sanitary  Inspector  as 
required.  The  facility  for  mantoux  testing  of  children  is  available 
at  the  six  infant  welfare  clinics  in  the  district  and  all  parents  should 
take  advantage  of  this  service  for  children  up  to  5 years  of  age.  It 
is  anticipated  that  in  the  near  future  this  facility  will  be  available  in 
the  schools  for  the  new  entrants  and  eventually  for  the  older  age 
groups.  The  facility  is  already  available  for  the  school  leavers  and 
the  positive  reactors  are  offered  mass  radiography  to  ensure  that 
anybody  with  active  disease  is  picked  out  for  treatment. 
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TABLE  XII  Showing  the  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  and 
the  deaths  due  to  tuberculosis  during  1952,  analysed 
in  age  and  sex  groups  and  by  type  of  disease. 


Five  of  the  above  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  (2  males  and 
3 temales)  were  ascertained  as  a result  of  mass  radiography  surveys 
of  the  general  public,  factories  and  schools  in  the  district. 


Of  the  above  tuberculosis  cases  notified  during  1952,  four  had 
died  by  the  end  of  the  year  (one  male  and  one  female  from  pulmonary 
disease  and  one  male  and  one  female  from  non-pulmonary  disease). 

The  25  male  pulmonary  cases  included  13  with  a positive 
sputum.  The  13  female  pulmonary  cases  included  6 with  a positive 
sputum. 

The  death  rates  from  tuberculosis  for  this  district  for  1952  were  : 
(Rates  for  1951  are  in  parentheses) 

(a)  Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  — 0-31  per  1,000  pop.  (0-28) 

( b ) Pulmonary  tuberculosis  — 0-21  per  1,000  pop.  (0-26) 

(c)  Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  — 0 09  per  1,000  pop.  (0  02) 


TABLE  XIII  Showing  the  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis 
remaining  on  the  register  at  31.12.’52. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

168 

32 

123 

39 

362 

22 


ft 

TABLE  XIV  Showing  the  monthly  notifications  of  tuberculosis 
(all  forms)  for  the  year  1952. 


Month  of  year 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

January  . . 

4 

1 

5 

February 

4 

1 

— 

— 

5 

March 

1 

4 

2 

— 

7 

April 

1 

2 

2 

— 

5 

May 

3 

— 

1 

— 

4 

June 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

July 

6 

3 

— 

— 

9 

August  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

September 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

October  . . 

1 







1 

November 

2 

— 



1 

3 

December 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

25 

13 

5 

2* 

45 

* There  was  one  posthumous  notification  of  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  in  a female  child  aged  years  included  in  this  figure. 


In  addition,  the  following  inward  transfers  took  place  during 
the  year  : — 

Males  - Pulmonary  Females  - Pulmonary 

The  following  non-notified  cases  were  taken  from  the  death 
returns  of  the  local  registrar  of  births  and  deaths 

(a)  One  male  aged  45  years  who  had  an  old  tuberculoiis 
kyphosis  which  had  not  been  formally  notified  previously, 
(o)  A female  aged  72  years  who  was  certified  as  dying  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis. 
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TABLE  XV  Showing  the  occupations  of  the  cases  of  tuberculosis 
notified  during  1952.  These  occupations  are  not 
necessarily  those  followed  when  the  disease  was 
contracted. 


Males 

Females 

Occupation 

Pulmon- 

ary 

Non- 

Pulmon- 

ary 

Pulmon- 

ary 

Non- 

Pulmon- 

ary 

Total 

Pre-school  child  . . 

1 

1 

School  child 

2 

1 

3 

— 

6 

Labourer  . . 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Factory  Worker  . . 

7 

— 

3 

— 

10 

Housewife. . 

— 

— 

7 

1 

8 

Van  Driver 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Agricultural 
Worker  . . 

____ 

1 

_ 



1 

Policeman . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Roadworker 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Railway  Porter  . . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Miner 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Ex-Miner  . . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Clerk 

2. 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Time  Keeper 
Colliery . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Gardener  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Furnaceman 
Tinplate  Works  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Steelworker 

1 

Total 

25 

5 

13 

2 

45 

24 


% 


TABLE  XVI  Showing  the  admissions  and  discharges  to  institutions 
for  treatment  of  tuberculosis  during  1952. 


Institutions 

Admissions 

Discharges 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Cefn  Mably  Sanatorium 

11 

9 

6 

11 

St.  Woolos  Hospital 
South  Wales  Sanatorium, 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Talgarth 

City  Isolation  Hospital, 

10 

— 

9 

— 

Cardiff 

2 

— 

1 

1 

Sully  Hospital 

5 

3 

4 

1 

Energlyn  Hospital 

— 

2 

— 

1 

Gian  Ely  Hospital  . . 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Chepstow  Annexe 

6 

— 

4 



Adelina  Patti  Hospital 

— 

1 

1 

2 

North  Wales  Sanatorium 

— 

3 



1 

Alt-yr-yn  Isolation  Hospital 

— 

1 



1 

Davos,  Switzerland  . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Total  

37 

20 

29 

20 

25 


TABLE  XVII  Showing  the  tuberculosis  (all  forms)  notifications  as 
distributed  to  the  various  wards  in  the  Pontypool 
Urban  District  for  1952.  (New  notifications  ex- 
cluding inward  transfers  but  including  posthumous 
notifications). 


Wards 

Pulmonary 

i 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Garndiffaith 

5 

4 

9 

Abersychan 

4 

2 

— 

— 

6 

Snatchwood 

3 

1 

2 

1 

7 

Wainfelin 

5 

— 

— 

1 

6 

Pontypool 

2 

3 

2 

— 

7 

Pontymoel 

2 

2 

— 

— 

4 

Griffithstown 

2 

1 

1 

— 

4 

New  Inn  and 
Sebastopol 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

All  Wards  . . 

25 

13 

5 

• 2 

45 

The  highest  number  of  notifications  came  from  the  Garndiffaith 
Ward  and  the  lowest  from  the  New  Inn  and  Sebastopol  Ward. 
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TABLE  XVIII  Showing  the  yearly  notifications  of  tuberculosis  (all  forms)  for  males  and  females,  and  the 
yearly  deaths  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  since  1942. 


4 
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It  will  be  noted  that  from  1942  to  1949  deaths  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  each  year  were  in  the  region  of  50%  of  the  number 
of  new  notifications  for  the  same  year,  but  this  proportion  dropped  to  the  level  of  25%  in  1950  and  1951.  The  proportion  fo  r 
1952  has  dropped  similarly.  This  improvement  in  mortality  may  be  attributed  to  advances  in  treatment  in  recent  years. 


« 

TABLE  XIX  Showing  the  notification  rates  and  death  rates  for 
tuberculosis  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  mid-year 
population  since  1938. 


Year 

Notification  rates  per 
1,000  population 

Death  rates  per 
1 ,000  population 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1938 

109 

■42 

■52 

•07 

1939 

115 

•49 

•42 

•07 

1940 

•84 

•48 

•58 

■12 

1941 

M3 

•41 

•74 

•05 

1942 

•67 

•36 

•41 

•19 

1943 

•99 

•22 

•49 

• 10 

1944 

1 34 

•26 

•55 

■07 

1945 

1 88 

•19 

•67 

•12 

1946 

•76 

•33 

■48 

•10 

1947 

•93 

•33 

•45 

•05 

1948 

101 

•33 

•50 

•09 

1949 

•73 

•16 

•56 

•05 

1950 

•84 

•12 

•19 

•04 

1951 

.92 

.18 

.26 

.02 

1952 

.90 

.17 

.21 

.09 

HOUSING 


TABLE  XX  Showing  the  number  of  houses  owned  by  this 
Authority  on  3 1 . 12/52. 


Temp. 

Pre- 

fabs. 

Perm. 

Pre- 

fabs. 

Tradi- 

tional 

Houses 

Total 

No.  of  houses  owned  by 
L.A.  on  31/12/1952 

300 

208 

2,200 

2,708 

No.  of  houses  in  course 
of  erection  on  31/12/52  . . 

— 

— 

138 

138 

No.  of  houses  for  which 
sanction  had  been  given, 
but  which  had  not  been 
commenced  on  31/12/52 

40 

40 
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TABLE  XXI  Number  of  houses  erected  during  1952  by  the  L.A. 
and  by  private  enterprise. 


Temp. 

Pre- 

fabs. 

Perm. 

Pre- 

fabs. 

Tradi- 

tional 

Houses 

By  Local  Authority  . . 

— 

— 

153 

By  private  enterprise  . . 

— 

— 

13 

Total 

— 

— 

166 

Number  of  houses  under  construction  by  private  enterprise 
but  not  completed  on  3 1.12. ’52  : 9. 

During  the  year  33  cases  were  recommended  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  priority  in  rehousing  by  reason  of  gross  over- 
crowding or  other  exceptional  circumstances,  but  the  L.A.  was  in  a 
position  to  rehouse  only  one  of  these  cases  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  14  cases  of  tuberculosis  (in  addition  to  the 
33  above)  were  recommended  for  priority  rehousing  but  it  is  regretted 
that  the  year  passed  without  this  being  possible. 


The  Polo  Grounds,  New  Inn 

This  temporary  accommodation  was  still  in  use  at  the  close  of 
1952,  despite  the  recommended  clearance  of  these  unfit  and  insani- 
tary hutments  on  public  health  grounds  in  my  Annual  Reports  for 
1949,  ’50  and  ’51.  This  subject  has  now  become  a “ hardy  annual  ” 
and  at  the  same  time  these  temporary  huts  become  more  and  more 
unfit  for  human  habitation.  The  surrounds  of  the  remaining  huts 
are  not  attended  to  and  the  whole  area  is  strewn  with  broken  glass 
and  accumulations  of  ashes  and  refuse  indiscriminately  dumped  by 
some  of  the  hut  occupants.  The  lavatory  blocks  are  in  a disgusting 
state — leaking  water  pipes,  fouled  floors  and  grossly  damaged 
sanitary  fittings.  While  the  bad  conditions  under  which  the  occu- 
pants are  living  cannot  be  denied  as  far  as  the  unfitness  of  these  dark, 
damp  and  depressing  huts  are  concerned,  it  must  be  said  that  the 
condition  of  the  lavatory  blocks  and  hut  surrounds  is  totally  the 
fault  of  a number  of  the  people  living  here.  There  appears  to  be 
only  one  solution  and  that  is  immediate  rehousing  of  the  occupants 
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with  the  strictest  supervision  to  see  that  they  keep  their  homes  in  a 
clean  condition,  followed  by  closure  of  this  camp  which  is  a travesty 
of  community  hygiene  and  a disgrace  to  the  district. 

There  are  eight  families  still  living  in  this  camp  and  are  consti- 
tuted as  follows  : — 

Adults  15-20  years  5-15  years  1-5  years  Under  1 yr. 

17  6 9 5 4 

Total 

41 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 

The  following  tables  indicate  the  inspections  made  of  factories 
in  the  district  during  the  year  in  connection  with  the  maintenance 
of  provisions  for  healthy  working  conditions. 

Conditions  were  found  to  be  generally  satisfactory  and,  where 
defects  were  found,  remedial  action  was  promptly  undertaken. 


TABLE  XXII  Showing  the  number  of  factories  and  inspections 
thereof  carried  out  during  1952. 


No.  on 
Register 

Nunf 

Der  of 

Occu- 

piers 

prose- 

cuted 

Premises 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

notices 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  enforced  by  Local 
Authority 

42 

54 

6 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

32 

47' 

9 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

4 

8 

Total 

78 

109 

15 

— 

30 
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TABLE  XXIII  Shewing  the  defects  found  in  factories  and  the 
action  taken. 


Number  of  defects 

Number 

of 

Prose- 

cutions 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Insp. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l.) 

2 

2 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable 

— 

— 

— 

— 

temperature  (S.3) 
Inadequate 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage 

— 

— 

— 

— 

of  floors  (S.6) 
Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) : 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

3 

1 

— 

— 

defective 
(c)  Not  separate 

8 

8 

2 

— 

for  sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

out-work) 

2 

2 

2 

— 

Total 

15 

13 

4 

— 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


* 


Swimming  Baths 

The  position  with  regard  to  the  swimming  baths  in  the  district 
has  not  altered  during  the  year  and  the  observations  relating  to 
this  matter  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1949  still  apply. 


Public  Conveniences 

The  public  conveniences  in  the  town  centre  have  been  rebuilt 
during  the  year  and  are  now  a credit  to  the  district.  These  conven- 
iences are  permanently  supervised  by  attendants  to  maintain  them 
in  proper  order  and  to  guard  against  wanton  damage. 

The  Authority  might  well  turn  its  attention  now  to  the  inade- 
quacy and  state  of  the  existing  conveniences  in  the  outlying  parts 
of  the  district  which  have  been  the  subject  of  adverse  comment  in 
my  previous  Annual  Reports. 

The  present  position  as  regards  conveniences  in  the  Pontypool 
Park  is  very  poor,  and,  here  again,  the  Authority  should  seek  to 
improve  the  position,  having  regard  to  the  very  large  crowds  that 
so  frequently  congregate  here  on  the  occasion  of  football  matches, 
fetes,  etc.,  etc. 

Collection  and  disposal  of  household  and  trade  refuse 

Uncontrolled  tipping  still  persists  in  the  district  so  that  the 
references  thereto  in  my  previous  Annual  Reports  still  obtain. 

Superannuation  Act,  1937 

Medical  examinations  were  carried  out  on  24  employees  of  the 
Council  by  the  Medical  Officer  during  the  year  in  connection  with 
superannuation. 

Attendance  at  Conferences  during  1952 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  not  delegated  to  attend  any 
conference  or  sessional  meeting  ot  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
during  1952. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

No  action  was  required  under  Sec.  47  of  the  above  Act  during 
1952. 
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Sewerage 


The  Eastern  Valley  trunk  sewer  has  now  been  completed  through 
the  Pontypool  Urban  District  but  the  Pontypool  subsidiary  sewers 
still  remain  to  be  constructed.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  subsidiary 
sewers  will  be  laid  without  undue  delay  in  the  interest  of  the  public 
health  of  the  district.  The  main  waterway  through  the  centre  of  the 
district  and  through  the  town’s  recreation  ground — the  Pontypool 
Park— receives  all  the  crude  sewage  of  the  urban  area  and  constitutes 
a nuisance.  The  construction  of  the  subsidiary  sewers  would  take 
this  crude  sewage  into  the  trunk  sewer  and  relieve  the  Afon  Llwyd 
river  and  some  of  its  small  tributaries  of  their  present  polluting 
burden. 

The  Afon  Llwyd’s  water  level  fluctuates  very  extensively  during 
periods  of  high  and  low  rainfall  and  accentuates  the  undesirability 
of  allowing  a large  quantity  of  untreated  sewage  to  enter  such  a small 
river.  All  through  the  urban  district  course  of  this  river  it  is  common 
to  see  at  the  numerous  sewer  outfalls  sewage  matter  lying  on  the 
rocky  bottom  of  this  river  when,  during  periods  of  low  rain  fall, 
the  main  flow  of  water  recedes  some  distance  from  the  river  banks. 
It  is  easy  to  imagine  the  nuisance  which  this  state  of  affairs  causes 
from  obnoxious  smells  alone,  apart  from  the  danger  of  fly-borne 
infection.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  so  little  is  known  of  the  modus 
operandi  of  spread  of  such  a disease  as  poliomyelitis,  and  when  the 
possibility  of  spread  from  infected  human  faecal  matter  by  flies 
can  by  no  means  be  ruled  out,  surely  the  conditions  as  exist  here 
are  most  unsatisfactory  and  a potential  danger  to  community  health. 
It  must  also  be  noted  that  the  Afon  Llwyd  and  its  tributaries  are 
accessible  to  children  at  many  places  in  the  district  and  here  again 
there  is  a potential  danger  to  health.  Furthermore,  very  heavily 
polluted  rivers  such  as  the  Afon  Llwyd  are  most  attractive  harbour- 
ages for  rats  and  add  to  the  difficulties  of  keeping  food  stores  in 
the  town  free  from  these  filthy  animals. 

The  present  state  of  affairs  should  not  be  tolerated  further. 


Water  Supply  and  Sampling 

w Th®  PontyP°o1  Gas  and  Water  Company  are  the  Statutory 

SinaVed  one  FS  ‘°  the  diStriCt'  The  SUPP'y  is  a piped  and 

Particular  attention  continued  to  be  paid  during  1952  to  the 
regular  sampling  of  the  District’s  water  supply  for  bacteriological 

improvement16  ^ °f  Samp,ing  since  1949  show  a progressive 
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Result  of  sampling — 1949  : — 


Year 

No.  unsatisfactory 

No.  satisfactory 

for  a chlorinated 

for  a chlorinated 

Total  samples 

supply 

supply 

1949 

13 

19 

32 

1950 

10 

50 

60 

1951 

10 

91 

101 

1952 

7 

70 

77 

It  is  noted  that  those  samples  classed  as  unsatisfactory  usually 
indicated  no  more  than  a slight  degree  of  under  chlorination. 

Sampling  of  water  from  Wells 

Five  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  four  were  found 
to  be  unsatisfactory. 


Pantygasseg  Village  Water  supply 

By  the  close  of  the  year  work  was  about  to  begin  on  the  pro- 
vision of  a piped  and  chlorinated  supply  of  water  to  this  isolated 
part  of  the  district. 


Public  Health  Department  Staff 

It  is  pleasing  to  put  on  record  that  Mr.  K.  D.  Wilkins,  who  was 
recently  appointed  as  an  additional  sanitary  inspector  to  the  depart- 
ment, was  successful  during  the  year  at  a qualifying  examination 
for  his  certificate  as  an  inspector  of  meat  and  other  foods. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  staff,  as 
well  as  other  departments  of  the  Authority,  for  their  co-operation 
during  the  year. 
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THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  PONTYPOOL 


CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

for  the  year  1952 


Public  Health  Department, 
Market  Buildings, 

Crane  Street, 

Pontypool,  Mon. 


Following  is  my  report  on  work  carried  out  by  the  Department 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1952. 
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NOTICES  SERVED 


Number  Notices  Sect.  9 H.A.  1936  . . . 108 

„ „ Sect.  93  P.H. A.  1936..  ..  132 

DEFECTS  IN  DWELLINGS 

Houses  repaired  externally  129 

Houses  repaired  internally  ..  ..  ..  145 


DRAINAGE 


Drains  examined  . . . . . . . . . . 32 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed  . . . . . . 12 

Drains  connected  to  sewer  . . . . . . 3 

New  drains  provided  . . . . . . . . 3 

Defective  drains  repaired  . . . . . . 8 

Defective  W.C’s.  put  in  order  . . . . . . 9 

Defective  flush  tanks  repaired  or  renewed  ..  13 

New  tanks  supplied  to  W.C’s.  . . . . . . 6 

New  pans  supplied  to  W.C’s.  . . . . . . 8 

New  lavatories  provided. . . . . . . . 7 


INSPECTION  OF  COUNCIL  HOUSES 

440  Council  houses  were  inspected  during  the  year,  and  with 
few  exceptions  these  houses  are  well  maintained. 

4 disinfestations  for  vermin  were  carried  out  and  no  re-infest- 
ation was  reported. 


INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES 

15  houses  were  dealt  with  under  Section  1 1 of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936.  In  two  instances  offers  by  the  owners  to  carry  out  the 
necessary  repairs  were  accepted  by  the  Council. 

13  Orders  for  Demolition  were  made.  There  are  several  old 
cottages  throughout  the  area  which  come  under  this  category,  but 
owing  to  the  fact  that  some  houses  already  dealt  with  as  well  as 
others  in  former  clearance  areas  are  still  occupied,  and  the  increasing 
demand  for  houses  through  other  circumstances,  progress  can  only 
be  slow. 
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CARAVANS 


Two  licences  for  the  siting  of  caravans  for  twelve  months  were 
issued,  subject  to  the  conditions  being  carried  out,  as  laid  down. 

Two  groups  of  vans  moved  into  open  spaces,  but  were  moved  on 
in  a very  short  period. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Inspections  of  workshops  and  workplaces  have  been  carried 
out,  and  below  is  a report  on  inspections  made  : — 


No.  of 

Notices 

Action 

Premises 

Inspections 

Served 

Necessary 

Factories  (including 

laundries) 

54 

6 

Nil 

Workshops 

47 

— 

Nil 

Workplaces 

8 

9 

Nil 

All  notices  served 
complied  with. 

in  connection 

with  these 

premises  were 

INSPECTION  OF  BAKEHOUSES 

28  visits  were  made  to  the  bakehouses.  Notices  for  the  abate- 
ment of  nuisances  were  served  and  complied  with. 

In  3 cases  liming  was  not  up  to  the  standard,  but  this  was 
remedied  without  service  of  notices. 


FRIED  FISH  SHOPS 

20  visits  were  made  to  these  premises,  seven  notices  served  to 
abate  nuisances,  and  all  were  complied  with.  The  general  condition 
ot  these  premises  is  very  satisfactory. 


CINEMAS 

Number  of  cinemas  in  the  area 
Number  of  inspections  made 
Notices  served  and  complied  with 
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INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


# 


Below  is  my  report  of  meat  inspected  at  the  Government 
Slaughter  House,  Abersychan,  showing  the  number  of  cattle  killed 
and  meat  condemned. 


Beef  . . 10, 1941bs 
Veal  ..  1931bs 


MEAT  CONDEMNED 

Pork  ..  49  libs  T 

Mutton  . . 6021bs 


1 l,4801bs 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

Sheep 

exclud- 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Pigs 

ing 

Cows 

Lambs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

1,290 

720 

669 

10  ,537 

897 

Number  inspected 
All  diseases  except 

1,290 

720 

669 

10  ,537 

897 

Tuberculosis  : — 

1 

8 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some 

2 

3 

2 

part  or  Organ  was 
condemned 

63 

310 

1 

825 

9 

Percentage  of  the  number 

inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  T.B. 

4-03 

43.74 

•15 

7-91 

1-68 

Tuberculosis  only  : — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

5 

9 



— 

9 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  Organ  was 
condemned 

65 

219 

— 

— 

23 

Percentage  of  the  number 

inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  . . 

5-03 

17-67 

— 

— 

3-56 

Cattle  : 


Sheep  : 
Calves  : 
Pigs  : 


OFFAL  CONDEMNED 

714  livers,  260  lungs,  54  melts,  142  heads  and  tongues, 
1 1 hearts,  4 tails,  8 skirts,  22  udders,  10  tripes  and  56 
various  organs. 

2,694  livers,  1,367  lungs,  9 plucks,  1 1 heads  and  3 various 
organs. 

1 complete  carcase  and  offal,  3 livers,  2 plucks  and 

2 lungs. 

37  livers,  13  lungs,  26  heads,  5 plucks  and  2 other  organs. 
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OTHER  FOOD  CONDEMNED 

Beef  2971bs,  Lamb  5 libs,  Sausage  181bs,  Fish  16  stones,  45  tins 
Lunch  Meat,  43  tins  Milk,  8 bottles  Sauce,  24  tins  Pork,  58  tins  Beans, 
20  tins  Peas,  158  tins  Plums,  12  Fish  Paste,  150  tins  Tomatoes, 
Ham  791bs,  68  eggs,  9 tins  Tomato  juice,  14  tins  Jam,  14  jars  Jam, 
Bacon  321bs,  5 jars  Pickles,  tinned  Mutton  121bs,  1 2 tins  Strawberries, 
16  tins  Oranges,  10  tins  Pears,  4 packets  Oats,  19  tins  Damsons, 
fat  Bacon  Backs  1761bs,  2 Hares,  fat  Kidney  121bs,  Cheese  3 lbs  and 
5 jars  Pickled  Cabbage. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

All  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  were  dealt  with  by  the 
Department,  terminal  disinfectation  carried  out,  and  all  precautions 
taken  against  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

22  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  Environmental  Reports  were  made  on  all  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis notified. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

During  the  year  court  proceedings  were  taken  against  the  keeper 
of  a common  Lodging  House  for  failure  to  “ Register  ” as  required 
by  section  238  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936. 

The  case  succeeded,  and  as  a result,  the  premises  ceased  to  be 
used  as  a Common  Lodging  House. 


One  Common  Lodging  House  was  registered  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  Section  238  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


RAG  FLOCK  ACT,  1951 

One  premises  was  registered  under  Section  2 of  the  Rag  Flock 

Act. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT 
One  licence  was  granted  under  this  Act. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


5 samples  of  water  were  taken  from  springs  and  wells  in  various 
parts  of  the  area,  and  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  for  examin- 
ation. 

Of  these  4 samples  were  found  to  be  slightly  unsatisfactory. 
Consumers  were  advised  to  boil  the  water. 

77  samples  were  taken  from  the  Company’s  Main  Supply 
and  7 were  unsatisfactory.  Check  samples  were  taken  and  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 

172  samples  were  taken  by  the  Company’s  Inspectors,  and  all 
were  satisfactory. 

Generally  the  water  supply  to  the  area  is  of  good  quality  and 
well  maintained. 


HEAT  TREATED  MILK 

105  samples  of  Heat  Treated  Milk  were  taken  during  the  year 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination. 

The  samples  are  classified  below  : — 

Pasteurised 

Pasteurised  Tuberculin  Sterilised  Total 

Tested 

67  19  19  105 

Six  of  the  above  samples  failed  to  pass  the  Methylene  Blue 
Test.  Check  samples  taken  following  the  report  proved  satisfactory. 


MILK  REGULATIONS,  1949 
Depositing  of  Milk  on  the  Highway 

Several  instances  of  milk  being  deposited  in  crates  on  the 
highway  without  adequate  protection  from  the  weather  were  dis- 
covered, and  the  question  was  taken  up  with  the  offenders  who  made 
provision  for  the  milk  to  be  deposited  at  various  points  off  the  high- 
way and  covered,  to  await  collection  by  their  roundsmen. 


DIRTY  MILK  BOTTLES 

Four  bottles  which  had  contained  Pasteurised  Milk  were  brought 
to  the  office,  and  had  what  appeared  to  be  dried  cement  at  the 
bottom  of  each  bottle,  but  owing  to  the  round-about  way  in  which 
they  were  received,  it  was  not  possible  to  take  legal  action  with 

success. 

The  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  Pasteurisers,  and  no  further 
complaints  have  been  received. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 
Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  1939 


34  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  for  examination. 

27  of  the  samples  conformed  to  the  requirements  of  the  “ Sale 
of  Milk  Regulations,  1939.”  Five  samples  were  deficient  in  solids 
not  fat,  but  freezing  test  proved  that  no  water  had  been  added. 
One  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of  1 7 %.  An  “appeal  to 
the  cow”  sample  showed  a deficiency  of  only  2%. 

One  sample  of  milk  taken  in  transit  and  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst  for  examination  was  found  to  be  deficient  in  Solids  not 
Fat  to  the  extent  of  7-29  parts  per  cent. 

The  freezing  point  showed  that  the  sample  contained  at  least 
8-5  parts  per  cent,  added  water. 

Court  Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  vendor,  who  was 
fined  £5. 

102  samples  of  food  were  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938. 

All  samples  conformed  to  the  required  standards. 

ICE  CREAM 

41  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  Bacteriological  examination  and  placed  in  provisional 
grades  as  set  out  below  : — 

Grade  1 Grade  2 Grade  3 Grade  4 

24  13  0 4 

The  above  samples  show  that  the  standard  of  Ice-Cream  has 
been  well  maintained.  An  investigation  of  the  methods  of  manu- 
facture and  handling  proved  that  the  grade  4 samples  were  con- 
taminated by  the  server. 

Correction  of  this  method  proved  satisfactory. 

ROOMS  WHERE  FOOD  IS  PREPARED  AND 
INDUSTRIAL  CANTEENS 

16  inspections  were  carried  out  at  Restaurant  kitchens  and 
works’  canteens.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  general  hygiene  condi- 
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tions  at  restaurants  are  well  maintained  and  meals  prepared  and  served 
under  excellent  conditions. 

Canteens  are  well  conducted  and  meals  served  under  good 
conditions.  Kitchens  and  utensils  received  special  attention,  and 
all  are  kept  in  a very  satisfactory  state  of  cleanliness. 

The  four  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  Butcher’s 
smalls  are  maintained  at  a good  standard  of  cleanliness.  One 
room  was  closed  during  the  year. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 

5 complaints  of  Bug  Infestation  were  dealt  with,  a good  insecti- 
cide spray  proved  successful  in  abating  the  nuisance. 


POLLUTION  OF  THE  RIVER  AVON  LLWYD 

During  the  year,  complaints  were  received  of  obnoxious  smell 
from  the  discharge  point  of  effluent  from  the  Gas  Works  at  New  Inn. 

I took  samples  at  the  point  of  entry,  50  and  100  yards  above 
and  below  the  point  of  entry,  and  submitted  them  to  the  Public 
Analyst  for  examination. 

The  results  gave  the  following  indication  of  the  extent  of 
pollution  by  gas  effluent. 

Tar  acids 
in  solution 
Parts  per  Million 

Absent  in  4 

samples 

01  & 4-2  in  2 
samples 

sample 


P.H. 


7-3  — 7-6  in 
5 samples 

6-8  in  one 
sample 


Oxygen  Solution 
Parts  per  Million 

5-22  — 6-45  in 
3 samples 

0-65  — 2-56  in  3 
samples 


Cyanides 
absent  in 

parti 


Samples  taken  from  the  same  spot  vary  very  slightly. 

The  figures  for  Tar  Acids  and  Cyanides  are  indicators  of 
pollution  by  Gas  Effluent.  No  Cyanide  was  found  in  any  sample, 
but  a quantity  of  tar  acids  was  found  in  two,  and  none  in  three 
samples,  so  that  the  results  cannot  be  regarded  as  conclusive. 


42 


In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Avon  Llwyd  receives  trade  wastes 
from  such  a variety  of  industries,  and  that  these  effluents  are  not 
discharging  continuously,  it  is  impossible  to  arrive  at  a reliable 
conclusion  from  the  results  of  analysis  of  a few  samples. 


All  the  evidence  points  to  a pollution  by  the  Gas  Effluent,  not 
to  a very  high  degree,  but  the  issue  is  confused  by  the  fact  that  the 
effluents  from  other  trades,  as  well  as  an  enormous  amount  of  crude 
sewage  is  discharged  into  the  river,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to 
pin-point  the  actual  pollution,  without  taking  samples  oi  all  the 
other  effluents  discharged  into  the  river,  some  of  which  have  a high 
acid  content. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

During  the  year,  extensive  operations  have  been  carried  out 
against  the  Rat  Population  in  all  parts  of  the  area,  in  compliance 
with  the  orders  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 


Treatment  of  Sewers 

Maintenance  Treatment  of  the  Sewers  was  carried  out  during 
May  and  September,  1952.  102  manholes  were  baited,  17  prebait 

takes  and  17  poison  takes  were  noted.  For  sewers  with  open 
discharges  (direct  into  the  river)  this  is  a very  satisfactory  result. 

Business  Premises. 

41  business  premises  were  dealt  with,  and  5 major  and  12  minor 
infestations  discovered. 

1,366  points  were  laid,  with  1,190  prebait  takes  and  1,017 
poison  takes. 

Private  Dwellings. 

206  private  dwellings  were  treated,  and  120  minor  infestations 
by  rats  and  79  minor  infestations  by  mice  were  discovered  and 
dealt  with. 

3,238  points  were  laid,  with  2,369  prebait  takes  and  1,528  poison 
takes. 

Council  Property. 

The  refuse  tips  and  depots  belonging  to  the  Council  called  for 
23  treatments. 
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3 Reservoir,  7 major  and  14  minor  infestations  were  discovered. 
2,261  points  were  laid  with  915  prebait  and  817  poison  takes. 


Rats  are  generally  found  within  easy  reach  of  their  feeding 
grounds,  and  if  people  would  refrain  from  throwing  potato 
peelings,  bread  and  other  waste  foods  on  their  gardens  and  back 
lanes,  it  would  greatly  assist  in  keeping  their  premises  free  from 
rat  invasion. 

Again  the  officials  of  the  Ministry  and  trades  people  of  the 
area  have  given  us  every  assistance  in  carrying  out  the  work. 


1 am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  G.  MEEK, 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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